My Travels in the East,

How tSie idea came
IN the month of December, 1933, while at TinsuMa
in Upper Assam on a short visit to see my ailing
brother I happened to come across a few books
on travels and adventures of some European
young men. Their enterprising careers and
thrilling adventures inspired me with hope and
courage and I thought of doing something
adventurous. But I could not settle anything
as to what sort of adventure I should undertake, I
thought, I should do something which would testify
to the fact that the adventurous and enterprising
spirit was not dead in India and that there
were young men in India who could brave any
difficulty and whose experience could be useful
to the nation* Once I planned to climb uj>,
the Mount Everest but this idea was dropped
as there were difficulties on its way which
would be insurmountable to an Indian adventurer.
Hence I decided at last to travel through